GEORGE THE THIRD
room wrote an affectionate letter to Bute asking him to leave
his magnificent home in Audley Street.
There was a limit to the royal concession. George had decided
to give the office of Keeper of his Privy Purse [recently held by
Bute] to a dear friend, Sir William Breton. Grenville protested:
Breton was one of Bute's friends, and it would immediately be
said that his appointment would be attributed c to the backstairs
influence of my Lord Bute.' The royal temper was immediately
aroused:
Good God, Mr Grenville, am I to be suspected after all I have done ?
The retort had taken Grenville unawares. He could only mumble:
Not by me, sir, but such is the present language and suspicion of
the world.
George, however, had his way:  Breton became Keeper of the
King's Privy Purse.
On Grenville's own admission George displayed not the least
trace of vindictiveness towards the Ministry after the incident
of Bute's ' exile' to the country. Had Grenville and his colleagues
behaved as graciously as the King much unseemly bickering
would have been avoided. But when Bute returned to Town
in March 1764 Bedford at once accused the King of having
broken the * agreement' which he had made with the Ministry;
and there were further recriminations. Throughout George
never lost his dignity, but his patience was being sorely tried.
He was shrewd enough to take accurate measure of the abject
inefficiency of his Ministers. In his memoranda he wrote:
whenever Opposition allarm'd them they were very attentive to
Me, but whenever releas'd from that their sole ideas were how to
get the Mastery of the Closet.
The control of patronage was more important to them than the
business of Government.   Wrote George:
no Office fell vacant of ever so little value, or in the Department
of any other person, that they did not claim it, & declar'd that if
not comply*d with they could not serve.
It was all very embarrassing to the King.
As time went on the situation grew rapidly worse.   Grenville,
suspicious of Bedford whom he believed was manoeuvring to

